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Paging Systems, Inc. ("Paging"), by its attorneys,

hereby submits its Reply Comments in connection with the

Notice of Proposed Rule Making in the above-referenced

proceeding.

Paging is one of the three licensees authorized in the

Automated Maritime Telecommunications System (AMTS). Paging

holds AMTS licenses to serve the Pacific Coast of the United

States.

Although Paging is sympathetic to Amateur Radio Service

users, it supports the Comments filed on June 14, 1993 by

Fred W. Daniel (Daniel) d/b/a Orion Telecom in this

proceeding, in the interest of reliability and safety in the

AMTS service.

When the Commission amended its Rules to permit AMTS

operations in the 216-220 MHz band on a nationwide basis, it

stated that it wanted to move forward to expand this

service, to bring modern communications services to the
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maritime user community outside of the inland waterways

network. First Report and Order, 6 FCC 2nd 437, 439

(1991). It described such enhancements such as direct-dial

telephony service to vessels for voice, data and facsimile

communications as well as vessel tracking and locations, to

become available to the maritime community.

More importantly, however, it stressed continuity of

service in the AMTS, stating that the complaints about

inadequacy of conventional VHF public coast stations and the

inconvenience of dealing with a series of individual

stations had led to creation of AMTS. Supra at 440. By

implication then, an AMTS licensee is required to cover its

service area reliably and with continuity, to avoid the past

problems with gaps and quality in service, which the

Commission had stressed should be avoided. Thus, the AMTS

licensee must provide the same reliable service expected

from any telephone company. Interference from Amateur use

would disrupt this reliability and could raise cr i tical,

life threatening safety problems with the AMTS user.

Accordingly, Paging submits that such Amateur use would not

be in the public interest.

In Paging's Pacific Coast operation, for example,

because of mountainous terrain, line of sight coverage

between stations can reach in excess of 100 miles. Any

amateur use between stations could cause discontinuous

coverage to AMTS users, a situation that the Commission was
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trying to avoid when it amended its Rules to permit AMTS

operations nationwide.

Paging submits that there may be some areas in the

country in which Amateur Use in the 219-220 MHz Band would

be acceptable. As long as there are zones of protection of

at least 5~5 miles along both Coasts and the Mississippi

River, Paging does not oppose allowing Amateur use in the

219-220 MHz Band in certain specified regions; however, it

opposes any Amateur use that interferes with the provision

of reliable AMTS service. Accordingly, without these

specific restrictions, Paging Systems respectfully requests

that the Commission terminate the proceeding without action.

Respectfully submitted,

PAGING SYSTEMS

By:
Au rey . Rasmussen
Its Attorney

O'Connor & Hannan
1919 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20006
(202) 887-1400

Dated: July 15, 1993
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CERTIPICATE OF SERVICE

I, Linda B. Aguirre, do hereby certify that on this

15th day of July, 1993, the foregoing REPLY COIIIIENTS was

served to the following persons by First Class Mail:

Christopher D. Imlay
Booth, Freret & Imlay
1233 20th Street, N.W., '204
Washington, D.C. 20036

Roy E. Gould
4752 DeBeers Drive
El Paso, TX 79924

George Dubois
10048 NE Campaign
Portland, OR 97220-3534

Gary R. Mitchell
1851 Laurinda Drive
San Jose, CA 95124

Palm Beach Packet Group, Inc.
P.O. Box 1392
Boca Raton, FL 33425
Attn: Terry J. Taylor, Vice President

Lee Sutherland Parr
Rt. 2 Box 526
Monroe, VA 24574

Valley Emergency Radio Association
10 Box 4357
Chatsworth, CA 91313-4357
Attn: James T. Fortney, President

Pronet, Inc.
Gardere & Wynne, L.L.P
1601 Elm Street, '300
Dallas, TX 75201

Orion Telecom
Dennis C. Brown
Brown & Schwaninger
1835 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

-----1



Dewayne Hendricks
43730 Vista Del Mar
Freemont, CA 94539

Utilities Telecommunication Council
Jeffrey Sheldon, General Counsel
1140 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Suite 1140
Washington, D.C. 20036

Waterway Communications System, Inc.
Martin W. Bercovici
Keller and Heckman
1001 G Street, Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20001

Mike Cheponis
618 Enos Court
Santa Clara, CA 95051

Paul R. Schwedler
Assistant Regulatory Counsel
Defense Information Systems Agency
701 S. Courthouse Road
Arlington, VA 22201

Carl Wayne Smith
Chief, Regulatory Counsel
Defense Information Systems Agency
701 S. Courthouse Road
Arlington, VA 22201

~~
Linda H. Agui~---------
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